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CHAPTER AND VERSE

The past several months have seen an 
unbelievable amount of activity for the women 
of the Christ Child Society of Cleveland.  This 
newsletter attempts to give you an update on 
some of these events.  I hope you will read the 
stories about the Starlight Soiree, the winter 
coat distribution, Healthy Hygiene and the 
Angel Annual Appeal. 

Even with so much activity, we sometimes are 
overwhelmed at this time of year with the 
sheer magnitude of the needs of the children 
in the Greater Cleveland area.  And that is our 
mission to challenge childhood poverty.  I 
thought a story might help us put our efforts 
in perspective. 

A woman was walking on a beach.  She suddenly 
came upon thousands of starfish, each of them 
fighting for their lives in the beating sun, with 
seagulls and sand crabs nipping at their poor 
little bodies.  The woman gently started to pick 
up one starfish at a time, carrying them back 
into the safety of the ocean.  After some time 
doing this, a man appeared from the distance.  
He looked at all the starfish and then at the 
woman, and asked, “Why are you doing this?  
Just look at this beach, there are way too many, 
there is no way you can save them all.”  With a 
starfish in her hands, the woman looked up at 
the man, smiled, and said, “Well, it makes all the 
difference for this one.”  

Each action taken, each dollar spent, each 
hour given helps make all the difference to 
the children we serve.  We have a mission, but 
we cannot completely eradicate childhood 
poverty in our lifetimes, but we can make all 
the difference for each child we serve. 

Wishing you a blessed Christmas season.  God 
never forgets what you do for the least among us.  

Paula Conrad

CHRISTMAS BOOK PROJECT
Christmas – “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year” – and 
once again, we were able to share the wonder of Christmas 
with area children! Back in October, the Cleveland Kids’ Book 
Bank delivered 2½ pallets of books to our office. While the 
Book Bank is unable to distribute Christmas books, we sure 
can!  Christ Child volunteers spent many hours sorting through 
boxes and boxes of books – the 
story of the Nativity, Angels, the 
Little Drummer Boy, Santa Claus, 
Rudolph, Elves, Frosty, Charlie 
Brown, etc., etc. – it is truly amazing 
how many different Christmas 
books have been published. Once 
sorted and re-boxed, the books 
were given to children benefitting 
from 7 of our programs (including 
the provisional Christmas party), 
children at 15 area schools, 
children served by I’m in Ministry, 
and children at La Sagrada Familia 
(the Spanish church next to our 
office). In addition, books were 
distributed on Christmas Book 
Sunday at Blessed Trinity, St. 
Ignatius of Antioch, St. Malachi, 
St. Patrick on Bridge, and at St. 
Coleman’s PSR program.  In total, 
4000+ books are now in the hands 
of delighted children. Books not 
quite up to the quality we want to 
give to schools and churches were 
taken to both Showcase shops to 
be offered to customers. Across 
the board, the books were received 
with big smiles and heartfelt 
gratitude, and volunteers agreed it 
was an amazing experience sharing 
the joy and wonder of Christmas!  
Many thanks to the 56 Christ Child 
volunteers who contributed to this 
project helping to make this the 
“hap-happiest season of all” for the 
children we serve.



*Contact information can be found in our Chapter roster.

CCS CLE NEWS!

Dates You Need To Know 

NOW!
December 12 Provisional Christmas Party

January 11 Executive Committee Meeting
 Zoom at 9 a.m.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Ladies of the Cloth 
Second Wednesday, 10:00-2:00 at Showcase Fairview Park
Contact:  Margo Cengic 

Layette Packing
First Monday, 10:00-12:30 at CCS Office
Contact:  Carla Calevich

Merrick House Reading Enrichment
First and Third Thursday, 9:30-11:00
To schedule a volunteer time contact:  Carol Janas

“My Stuff”
Third Thursdays, 10:00-12:00 at CCS Office
Contact:  Cindy Hronek

Parkview HeadStart Reading Program
First and Third Thursday, 9:30 - 11:00
Contact:  Sharon Harwat

Portable Crib Team
First and Third Tuesdays, 10:00-12:30
Contact: Pam Moritz

St. Francis Library
Wednesdays and Thursdays
Contact: Karen Rebholz

St. Rocco Library
Mondays, 8:00 - 12:00
Contact: Laura Cengic

SHOWCASE NEEDS HELP ON FRIDAYS
Showcase Lakewood
Shifts available Tuesdays – Saturday
11:00-2:00/ 11:00-4:00/ 12:00-4:00
Contact:  Use SignUp Genius to sign up to volunteer at 
Lakewood or contact Sharon Harwat
Showcase Fairview Park
Shifts available 11:00-2:00/ 11:00-4:00/ 12:00-4:00
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Contact:  Use SignUp Genius to sign up to volunteer at 
Fairview Park or contact Leslie Veccchio

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
Thank you for renewing your 2022-2023 Christ 
Child Society Cleveland membership.  We currently 
have 329 members and 24 provisionals for a total 
membership of 353.

The Active membership is $75.00.  We also require 
a 50 hour yearly volunteer commitment.  If that 
commitment has not been achieved, $25.00 is 
added to the $75.00 renewal amount.  Please refer 
to Page 3-14 of the membership directory for 
further explanation.

For the past three years we have waived this $25.00 
fee.  Beginning with the 2022-2023 renewal cycle, 
we will no longer waive this fee.  Therefore volunteer 
hours need to be accounted for and reported with 
your renewal.  Please make sure you are keeping 
track of your volunteer hours so that when we begin 
renewal on July 1, 2023, you will be able to include 
your hours with your renewal form.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Carol Fondran
Membership

Christ Child Showcase Resale Shops
Net Income for the month of 

September 2022:

Showcase Lakewood – $4,120

Showcase Fairview Park – $5,090

Great job and thank you to
 all our volunteers!!



Angel Annual Appeal Donor Form – 2022 - 2023
Choir of Angels – Christmas Giving Level 

 $10,000 – Seraphim

 $5,000 – Cherubim

 $3,000 - Thrones

 $2,000 – Dominions

 $1,000 – Virtues

 $500 – Powers

 $250 – Archangels

 Angels - Your $ amount ____________

Thank you to all who have generously supported Christ Child’s Angel Annual 
Appeal in the past!  We invite you, our members, families and friends to celebrate 
the Christ Child’s birth, announced with great joy by an angel to the shepherds 
to join the “Choir of Angels” during the 2022-23 Christmas season of gift-giving.  
A lovely new Angel Annual Appeal Card arrived in your home mailbox soon after 
Thanksgiving.  
Please select a Choir of Angel donation level that fits your comfort level of 
giving and know that all of the funds raised provide for our many programs 
to carry out our mission, challenging childhood poverty in Greater Cleveland. 
Thank you for your generous spirit, where your “love leads to action!”  

Choose one of three ways to donate: 
1. Watch for our new Angel Appeal card arriving to your home mailbox 

soon after  Thanksgiving, and send your donation by check or visa 
payment to the CCS office. 

2. Visit our website  https://christchildsocietycleveland.org/donate
3. Mail in your donation to the Angel Annual Appeal using the form below.

Donor names will be published in our June/July Newsletter (or you may opt 
out). The 2022 Annual Appeal begins December 1, 2022 and runs through April 
15, 2023

Christ Child Angel Annual Appeal 
Ushers in the Christmas Giving Season 

 My check is enclosed (payable to Christ Child Society of Cleveland)

 I will donate through my donor advised charitable fund or IRA

 My employer has a Matching Gift Program

 I want to remain anonymous (Otherwise Donor names will be 
published in the June Chapter & Verse)

 Credit Card –  complete information below:

Name on card___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Card number ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ___________________________________________________________ CVV Code _________________________________________________

Signature  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail the form, with your check to: 
Christ Child Society of Cleveland Angel Annual Appeal
7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300  Cleveland, Ohio 44102



Starlight Soiree 2022 Raises $148,000
to Support Our Mission

The Intercontinental Cleveland provided the perfect elegant backdrop for the 71st Starlight Soiree, chaired by Kathy Michael.  
More than 200 attendees gathered to support the Christ Child Society of Cleveland’s 71st annual fundraiser.  

Guests enjoyed cocktails and an awesome array of food served at four stations whimsically named for three Christ Child 
projects – Layettes, “My Stuff” Bags, Libraries and Literacy - and the very popular and profitable resale shops – Showcase.  
The silent auction and raffles did not disappoint with fun competitive bidding and raffles.  Member Donna Gigliotti won 
the $5,000 cash prize and a friend of the Christ Child Society, Patricia Tomko, won the traditional tennis bracelet generously 
donated by Marlen Fine Jewelers.

After a warm welcome by Bob Hale, Master of Ceremonies, and President, Paula Conrad, The Most Reverend Edward C. 
Malesic, JCL Bishop of Cleveland gave the invocation.  Then, with much appreciation and excitement, the Christ Child Society 
2022 Persons of the Year Award was presented to Julie and Rich Jerdonek.   Julie Jerdonek is a member and has served the 
Cleveland Chapter on the Executive Board and has been instrumental in our projects. She and Rich are long time volunteers, 
leaders, and supporters serving those in need in Northeast Ohio and around the world. 

Following the award presentation, we watched 
the video which so powerfully described all 
the Christ Child Society of Cleveland does 
to fulfill the mission “Challenging Childhood 
Poverty in Greater Cleveland.”  Next, Bob 
Hale, the Master of Ceremonies, energetically 
led “Raise the Paddle” to further raise monies 
for the cause to fund at least 50% of this 
year’s budget. 

Please know we are always grateful to our 
members who give so generously of their 
time, talent, and treasure and especially to 
the many members who worked behind 
the scenes pulling together all the pieces 
and parts to make this gala so memorable 
and successful. Thank you to their families 
who supported these time-consuming 
efforts.  A special thank you to the members 
who worked hands-on that night – Ann 
Marie Baylor, Stephanie Byrne, Linda 
Cochran, Pat DiVitto, Chris Dragony, 
Cathy Harbinak, and Janie Nickodem 
and Yvonne Schiffer who made it a family 
affair with husband Karl and daughters, 
Julie Basil and Margaret Schiffer. Thank 
you to provisional member, Lisa Leduc, 
and her daughter Olivia who manned the 
raffle sales.  We needed each of you and 
appreciate the care and attention you gave 
to your respective stations.  

A most sincere thank you to our sponsors, 
benefactors, patrons, contributors, donors, 
and silent auction and raffle donors, 
advertisers, and all who helped in countless 
ways. You helped us raise $148,000 and this 
could not have happened without you.







WINTER COAT PROJECT 
Children will be warmer this coming winter thanks 
to the efforts of Judy Fitzmaurice and Laura 
Cengic.  On October 12, 2022, thirteen Christ Child 
members helped packed up 1,004 winter jackets 
that were distributed to 27 agencies in the Greater 
Cleveland area.  

Christ Child women have again shown that
 “Nothing is too much to do for a child!” 

Please notify the Christ Child office regarding deaths 
of CCS members or their immediate family members. 

Send Remembrance/Endowment checks to:
Christ Child Society of Cleveland, 
7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300, 

Cleveland, Ohio 44102

Online Remembrance Giving available on our 
website at christchildsocietycleveland.org

 September 7 - November 3, 2022

Donations Sept. 7 - Nov. 4, 2022 - $1,941.65

TOTAL FOR FISCAL YEAR TO DATE - $5,716.65

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist Masses for 
Christ Child members, living and deceased and their 

families are:

Monday, December 26th at noon
Wednesday, January 25th at noon

Memory
Jim Adams
Tina Blackham
Mary Ann Cahill (2)
Michael Cirino
Mary Kobb
Jerrold Jbara
Mary Mackert (21)

In Our Thoughts

Family of Richard Clark, past CCS Honoree

Family of Leopold Kramer, father of Linda Jacobs, 
(mem ’17)

Family of John Joseph Mathews, son of Mary Lou 
Mathews, (mem ’94) 

Muir West, (mem ’86) upon the passing of her 
husband Stanley

Laura Cengic (mem ’10) upon the passing of her 
brother Daniel Watowicz

Remembrance/Endowment Report

John Joseph Mathews (13)
Thomas Moran (2)
Rena Mynahan (2)
Harry Roloff (2)
Joann Schmauch
Jackie Titmas
Stanley West

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE:
Acknowledgment you received when 

purchasing layette(s) serves as a tax receipt.  
No additional document will be sent.

CHRIST CHILD BRACELETS 
HOLIDAY GIFT IDEA

Looking for a holiday gift for fellow Christ Child 
member or friends? Consider purchasing our 
Christ Child bracelet. The medallion on the 
bracelet features the Christ Child logo on one 
side and a Red Wagon on the reverse side. Both 
are easily recognizable symbols of the National 
and local Christ Child Society. The bracelets were 
designed by Peter & Company Jewelers, Avon 
Lake for our Chapter. 

The bracelets are available through our Christ 
Child Society Website or contact Paula Conrad 
directly at a cost of $45 for a limited time only.



Christ Child Society of Cleveland
7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300
Cleveland, Ohio 44102

www.christchildsocietycleveland.org
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